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Bathing water qualicr. 1975, Dhrective 70/ 160EEC

Water quality

in the European Union

e EBirapean

twsis>  Bathing water quality
_____ Directive 76160/EEC

. COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 8 Derember 175
concerning the Quality uf Bathing Water (P& 160EEC)

Article 1 3L, 12 e

Articls 2

Anticle THE COUNCIL OF THE EJROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Article 4

Afticls § Havizg regard to the Treaty establishing the Europeis Ecogomic
""L’“f Commuuoily, and in particolar Articles 100 and 235 themot,

iﬂ””-ll';—l‘:' Eaving regard to the proposal fom Lhe Comrission,

M Having megard Lo the opinieo of (he BEurmopedn Parliament o

Arll_mle_j Heviog megnrd W the opioiow of the Ecoaomic aad 3ocial Caommibiee -,
Article Ju

L‘ﬂ“.ltu Wheraas, io order o peolect the environment and puhjic health, it is
Artile 13 necessary to reduce the polludion of bathing water and by protect soch

i’-'lﬂ-]ﬂl-‘"—ﬁ waler ggainst further detericration,
Eﬂ]l: L=

Annex Whercas surveillagoe of hathiog water is oecessary in crder bo attadn.
wilhio the framework of ihe operelion of the common market, the
Community's objectives as teyrinls the mprovement of Uving cooditions,
the barmonicus devetopmenl of economic acilvities throughout the
Community and contimwens and balatced expaosion,;

1H FARMATIRH

Thereas ther: exial 1o thls area certaln laws, regulations ot
adminstrative provisions io Member Gtates which directly affeet Lhe
functicning of the common market; whemeas however, ool g 1he powers
geeded o act jn this way heve beeo provided for o the Trealyw

Whereas {he prugamme of actics of Lhe European Communities on the
covitooment i provides that quality objectives are o % jointly drawo
up fixing Lthe warious equinemenis which am eoviconment must meet
infer afg the definilios of perameters for water, ncluding balhing
water

Wherads, in order t0 attain these quality ohjestives, the dember Slates
muat Jay down limit valoes correipondiog fo certein paramctars; whersas
balbing water must e made 0 oaform to these velues wilbln 10 years
following the wotiticatinn of this Dinective;

Whercas it should be pruvided that bathing water will, ender gertain
conditions, e deemed to cooform to the relevan? pasiroeicc values
evey if a eerlain perentdge of samples Wken Juring the bathing scasod

does gat comply with 1he limils specifled jo the AZDex;
[IW'{70 7N1'D NID'N 7N E
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this Directlive, the Mcember 5tates must have the power Lo provide tor
demgrliogy; whereas such demyations Must aob, however, disregand
requirements esgentlal for the prolection of public kealth;

Wherzas lechiical progress necessitates rapid adaptabion of the lechoieal
tequirettients laid down in the Anoex; whereas, in arder b facllitate the
intrduction of the measwres requlred for this purpose, 3 procedure
should be provided for whereby close cooperation woull be established
between the hMember States apd ke Cammissioa within a Commities oo
Adaptation to Technical Progresd:

Whercas public interest m the eopvimomenl and in the improvement of
its quality is ioemeasiog, whereas the public should thercfore receive
chjective information on the quality of bathing waler,
fn D e O, DA, pL

v G N COJ86, 15220975, p

oy OF ¥e ©LLZ, 0521973, P

AR ATIOPTET THIS THRECTIVE:

F

Articie 1

1. This Directive concerns the quality of bathing waicer, with the
edception of water intended for therapeutic purposes and water
used in swimming pools.

2. For the purposes of this Directive:

{arvbathing water means all ruoming or s (resh watess or
parts thersal and sea walet, 1m which:
- bathing is eaplicitly sutharized by the cempeient
authorilies af each hMember State, or
- bathing is oot prehibitcd and is tradilionally
practised by a large aumber of balbers;
{b bathing area' means aay placc where hathing waler is
laund;
{c)'bathing sanon’ means the period during which a Jarge
number of bathers van be expacled, in the Bght of local
gustom, and aov local rules which mav cxist conceming
bathing and wealher cooditions.

F
Ariicle 2

Tae physical, chemival and microbiological parameters applicakle
to bathing water are Indicated in the Annex which forms ao
integral part of rhis Dircctive

F

Articie 2

L. Member States shall set, Eor all bathing areas or fir cach
individual bathing amsa, the values applcable 10 bdlbing watar for
the parameters given io the Apnex. In the case of the pammetems
for which no values are given in the Aanex, Member States may

. degide mol to fix any walues pursuanl to the first suhpargmph,
' [IW70 ‘7020 NIDN [N
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i

LOE wHLMcE S0t PUlalbge i |.'!:|.!I:I.H:IH.!JH L ilday Lo Lhe LE3S H-IIIIIEEJ.II.
than those given in colume ! of the Anpex.

Whers values appear ie columa G of the Aoocx, whether ar oot
there [s & correspotding value 1o colvmz [ of the Annex. Member
States shall eodeavoyr, subject to Atticle T, o observe them ay
Euidelines,

e,
Articka 4

F

bMember States shall take all pecessary measures (o ensure that.
within 10 years following the notification of thid Direclive, Lhe
quality of hathing water gonforms to the Hmit valoes set in
arcordance with Article 1,

Member States shall epsure that, In bathing areds specially
equipped for halhitg o e crealed by the cormpetent autharities of
1he Member Stales afer the potifcation of this Direclive, the ‘T
walues' Jabtd down in the Anpcx are ohscrved from the time when
hathing 13 first permitled. However, for bathing areas created
durlog the towo vears followiong the actification of 1his Dimctive,
these values need mot be abserved until the end of thel peried.

In exceptivnal circumalances hMember Steles may graot derngations
in respeet of the 10-vear {ime limit laid down im paragraph 1.
Justification for any such derogalions based on plans for the
managetiedt of waler wilthin Lhe ama coocerned muost be
summunicated b the Commission as sovnas possible and nol later
then six wears firllowing the ootificetion of this Dircctive. The
Commissing shafl examige thess justificatinns in detail aad, where
necessary. nake appropriate proposals concerniog them to the
Cowncil,

As vegards sea waler b the vicinity of Ireotiens and wiler crussing
Froatiers which affect the qoality af the balbing water of aoether
Member $ate, the consequences for the common quality ohjsctives
for bathing areas o effected shall be detcrmined in eollabomtion
bv the ripariap Member States concerned. The Commmisslon may
participale it these deliberilirts,

Arficia 5

1.

1

Fur the purposes of Arlicle 4, bathing weler shell be deemod b
conform to the relevant pammeters: if samples of that water,
faken at lhe same sampling poiot and ar the Intervals specifled in
the Anaex, show that U conforms to the patametric values for Lhe
quality of the water concerned, in the case of

¢ 33 % of the samples for patametom eorresponding o khose
specifled in columa I of the Ananex;

o M %% of the samples o all olher cases with the gxceplion ol
the ‘total eolifirm' and “faccal coliferm' parameters where
the peroentage may be #0 % and iE in lhe case of the 3, 10
ot # % of the samples which do not somply:

o the wilgr deed pot dovigte from lhe parametric values in
questico by moce than SO %, except for mivmrhiological
parameiers, pH and disolved oavaen;

a cansecutive wuler saciples Whken at stabistically suitable
iplervals do oot devinle from the melevant pammetHe values,

Deviations from the valued referred to in Acticle 3 shall st be

[IW'70 '7N2 "0 NIDN [N
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referred o 0 parvagraph [ when they are the result of Hoods,
other natural disasters or abnormal weather conditions.

s
Articia &

I. The compelent authgrilies i the Member States shall carry out
sampling operatlons, the mlaimam frequency of which is Laid
down in the Annex,

2. SBamples should be taken al places where Lhe daily sverage
denslty of athets s highest Samples should peeferably be taken
3 cm below the surface of the water except For mineral oil
samples which shall be taken at serface level, Sampling should
begin two weeks before the starl of the bathing scasom.

3. Local lnvestigation of the condilions prevailiag upstream in the
case ofF fresh Tunning waler, and of the ambient conditions In the
case of fresh still weter aod sea water should be carmicd out
scrupniously and repeated pericdically in order o obtain
gengraphical and topographical data and to determine the wolume
and pature of alf palluting and potentinlly pofluting discharges
and their effects acconding to the distance from lhe balhing area.

4. Should inspr:ctinu by a competent authorily or sampling operations
reveal that there i 8 discharge ora prohable discharge of
substances [kely to lower the quality of the balking waler,
additiooel sampimg must take place. Such additional sampling
mlst alsa lake piace if there are any olher grunds for suspecting
that there i3 2 decrease in water quality,

5. Refermoce melhods of saalysiy for the parmeles concerned are
sel out o the Manex. Lobomtornes which employ olher melhads
must cosure that the results obiained are equivalent or comparable
o those specified in the Agnes,

ol
Articla 7

I. Implementation of the measures lakeén pursuant Lo Ehis Dhrective
may under no ciumstances lead either directly or indirectiy to
delericration af the swrrent qualjty of balhing water.

& Member States mav at any time Flx more stringent valses [or
bathizg water than those leid down in this Cirective,

9
Article 8

This Direetive may be waived:
(3 in the case of cettain parameiess marked (0) in the
Annex, because of exceptional weather or geographical
conditions,
{b)when balhing water undergoes falural énrichment o
certain substances causing & doviation from the values
prescribed in the Annex.
Matural earichmesl medns the process whershy, without human
intervention, & given body of water receives from the seil certain
: subsilances comlained therein. [ 0o case may the sxceplions
N provided for 1o this Acticle disregatd the cequirecnents essential
:a for public health protection.
[IY'70 702 'D NID'X |7N
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covercd hy this Direciive.

re
Article 13

Member States shall, four wears fullowing the aclifleaticn of this
Divective and at regubar intervals thereafier, sobmil a
commprehensive renor: L the Commission oo their bathing waier
and the most significant chamcteristics therect.

Afler griw consenl has beed obtained from the Member Stale
eopcerned the Commission may publish the infarmaticn chtained.

e
Articke 14

This Direstive s addressed 10 the Member Sleies
Dume wl Brossels, 1 December 1975,

Yor the Counci)

The President

ki PEDWNT

F
Annex: guaility regufrements for bathing water
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